U&,, links crime figures 
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NEW ORLEANS — Months be- 
fore the first coins fell into a 
Louisiana video poker machine 
two years ago, federal and state 
investigators already were check- 
ing organized crime figures. 

Their probe resulted in the ar- 
rests yesterday of 17 people ac- 
cused of using a video poker 
company to skim profits for the 
Marcello, Genovese and Gam- 
bino crime families in Louisiana 
and New York. 

“Will organized crime attempt 
to infiltrate legal gaming in the 
United States? The answer, ac- 
cording to this indictment ... is 
yes,” said Neil Gallagher, FBI 
special agent in charge in Louisi- 
ana. Authorities would not esti- 
mate how much money the al- 
leged scheme netted. 

About 14,000 video poker ma- 
chines are operating in Louisiana 
bars, restaurants, truck stops, 
race tracks and off-track betting 
parlors. 

Authorities said the investiga- 



to provide details. They would 
not say if it includes Louisiana’s 
new casino gambling industry. 
Five riverboat casinos are in op- 
eration, ’ 10 more are planned, 
and the world’s largest casino is 
to open in 1995 in New Orleans. 

Yesterday’s arrests were made 
in Louisiana, New York and Flor- 
ida on a basis of a sealed indict- 
ment issued Friday following a 
2l2-year investigation by the FBI 
and Louisiana State Police. 

Among those arrested were 
Anthony Carollo, identified by 
the indictment as current boss of 
the crime family founded by the 
late Carlos Marcello; Frank Gag- 
liano Sr., the family’s underboss; 
arid Joseph Marcello Jr., Carlos 
Marcello’s brother. 

The indictment says the Geno- 
vese and Gambino families aided 
the Marcello family in establish- 
ing and controlling Worldwide 
Gaming of Louisiana and its sub- 
sidiary, Louisiana Route Opera- 
tors Inc., which distributed video 
gaming machines. 




ISO TO me arrests yesterday of 17 
people in Louisiana and New York. Shown in New Orleans ara 
Joseph Marcello Jr., center, and Joseph Galliano, right 



